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Their magic can

be big or small,

as complex

as an airplane

or as simple as a book.
If you can read this,
you have magic too.

Does it need to scorch its food

with breaths of flame to be a dragon?
Or is it still a dragon

if it has earthy ordinary breath

and eats its dinner fresh and raw

and all that flickers from its mouth

is that quick-moving tongue

to taste the air?

What is a wizard?

Have you ever seen one?

How can you be sure

if you're a wizard or you're not?

And sometimes we still wish

for wonder.

But, if fairies like the ones in stories
came out of hiding

and we saw them every day,

we'd be amazed a little while,

but then get used to them

and find them just as ordinary

as dragonflies and lizards

and the neighbors from next door.
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What does someone need to have
to be a wizard?

Do you need a dusty cloak,

a wrinkled, pointed hat,

a wand of ancient oak

inlaid with gems?

Or could you still be a wizard

In faded jeans, a sweater

and a pair of mismatched socks?

Do you need a a«ivlow of magic light
that you can c:

to light the way in darkness?

Do you need a crystal gazing ball
to scry and spy into a far-off place?

1 forth from your wand
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Does it need to live

inside a mountain

filled with hoarded gold

like honey in a tree?

Does it need to capture maidens,
fight the knights

who come to rescue,

then devour them

with relish like a beast?
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Do you need to ride across

a field of clouds

astride a knotted wooden
straw-thatched broom,

or write an incantation

with an ancient quill on parchment
that enchants your thoughts

and sends them off in secret

to another person's mind?

*Aep B UIYIIM 219} [9ABT) USY}
‘Aeme saTur puesnot) e

Buruaddey speym 93s ued £o() pue
‘roded pue uad Ajuo Suisn

ISHOUR 0} PUI SUO WO

* (31 Y] 93] A3} Sso[un)
s1ey pajutod 10

SYeO[d 189M 1,U0p 4313 Inq
‘sn Suoure are

P SIYBNOY) J12 puds SIDIUBIDUD pUER SPIRZIM pue
SSAW{IEp WO 1SN xeur $I9190108 ‘SIYINM
‘A ued A3 pue -
‘SauryoRW Ul pue S[00} Ul ST
o18ew YL,

You may look around

at plain and simple life

and yearn to feel amazed

by magic in the world,

by strange and wild things

you've never seen before

...and, yes,by all means, go explore,
discover something new, and then,
when that new thing gets old,

keep finding newer things...
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Or could a dragon live

out in a desert,

burrowed in the sand,

or on an iceberg in the ocean,
or in a garden, or a treetop nest
and steal no gol

except the golden fgrain

it scavenges from farmland

to bring home

and eat by moonlight,

instead of knights and damsels?
‘Would that still be a dragon?

Does it have to be gigantic,
tower taller than a castle,

with its teeth as big as swords?
Or could there be a dragon

that could curl up in your hands
no bigger than a newborn kitten?
Would that still be a dragon?

sy e Lerd 01

sqom-19p1ds woly Sunms pue
PR 913 Ss0Ide 935 03
swans-Addod ay3 paquup 1ey
Aarey ssa[8uIm © 9q 21911 pP[od 10
¢S3uIm JUuRDSapUIL puR 1B

paau 31 sa0q

ZAIrey e aq 01

9AeY 03 PasU

Bunpewos saop 1eYM

Or could you still be a wizard

if you did all those same

astounding things,

but in your own way,

using only ordinary pieces

of the ordinary world,

enchanted only with your cleverness?
‘Would you still be a wizard?
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But don't forget, between discoveries,
to learn to feel the wonder

of the ordinary things you see each day,
the fairies and the dragons

in the garden,

the miracle of writing,

and the sorcery of speech,

the magic everywhere

that's just as wondrous

as the magic in a story or a dream.
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This book was
written by Erika
Hammerschmidt,
who also makes

jewelry and many
other things!
Visit her websites:



