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On the end of each leg were five toes.

It had twe 1
t had two front legs These toes were truly unlucky.

near its jaw... those
were for picking up
garbage and putting it
in the big toothy mouth.
It had two legs sticking
out in back... those
were for kicking and
scratching the strong
fast fish that might
sneak up behind the
lowly muskie.

And it had two long
legs that joined its
body near the
backbone... those

were just for walking.
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When it paddled its rear
end back and forth, the
pieces of skin back there
worked as a tail fin,
propelling it forward.
‘When it began to swim,
the bit of skin on its
back stood up sharply,
slicing through the
water.

And when it wanted to
turn a corner, the skin
hanging near its jaw
made a nice set of front
fins, steering it in
whatever direction it
wanted to go.
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And they flew out of the water
to find a new life to live.

From then on, the toes were happy.
They flew around near the Minnesota
lakes, and got to know all sorts of
animals that lived on land.

‘When the muskellunge ate, the toes had
to pick up garbage out of the mud and
put it in the big toothy mouth.

‘When strong fast fish sneaked up behind
the muskellunge, the toes had to kick
and scratch them, and sometimes get
bitten.

And when the muskellunge walked, the
toes had to squish through the mud of
the lake bottom, holding up the weight
of the rest of the muskie's body.

The muskellunge was the lowest fish

in the lakes of Minnesota, and the toes
were the lowest part of the muskellunge.

The muskie had become one of
the most powerful fish in the
Minnesota lakes!

It no longer had to walk

through the mud.

It could swim fast enough to catch its
own food, and did not need to eat
garbage from the lake bottom.

And it was now so strong and fast
that no other fish dared to

sneak up behind it.

+08 01 syuem 31

UONIDIIP ISADIBYM UT J1 133)S Jey) Suy

U0y SUOMS 0M] SeY 11 puy"Idlem a1}
Y3noay) sIDI[S 18y} }oeq ) uo

uy daeys e sey 3] "premioj 31 [odoad
01 110§ pue yorq sapped ey

U [1e] 9PIM E SEeY| ] "BIOSSUUIy

Jo saye[ a3 ut ysy myromod

1SOW 31} JO SUO ST ‘OD[SnUI Y}

Pa[Ie2 os[e ST oym ‘Q3unfaysnul 3y,

“peq i

woyy Surduey pue 91 punyaq Mo
Buppns pue ‘mef sit 1esu SurSuep
up[s Jo s11q pey Auo I “[fe Je s89[
OU eI ID[SNUI A} SINOY M3J B UL
Aeme s3231d J210

Paysem Jojem pue ‘waY) Jo saoard
e P3[qqIu ysy [[EULg ‘pnui 343 ojup
no paureap sSI[ si JO SIPISUL BYL,
*A[qe1I0JUIod Y[em Jou p[nod

TI0s 31 pue ‘)1 purgaq dn paxesus
18] S YoIeIds pue 3| 10U P[nod
18s 31 ‘pooy dn o1d j0U P[NOd [IBS I
idPy 1y3nu s203 s31 3uisof 1eyy

Aem ou 993s pnood 1 ‘pasutoddesip
‘wonoq aye[ 9 uo Ae[ apjsnur 9y,

isa4a pey Lo A[uappng
j98uerp 03 uedaq sa01 I pue
“Jou [edI3ew ST PaAeM 3T puy

Unfortunately, they still had no
insides of their own. In order to

stay full, they had to eat the insides

of other creatures.

They never ate enough to hurt the
other creatures badly, only enough
to fill their own tiny bodies.
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So one night, the toes decided that
they would not put up with their sad
situation any more.

“We are tired of being the lowest part
of the lowest fish in the lake,” they said.
“We want a better life. And we refuse to
work until we get it.”

The next morning, when the muskie
woke up, its toes wouldn't move!

They hung limply from all six legs,
doing nothing at all. No matter how
hard the muskie tried to use them,

they would not be used.
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The toes, however, were unhappy.
Lying on the lake bottom, they were
more miserable than when they had
been the lowest part of the lowest
fish in the lake.

They could not move by themselves,
without a muskie to control them.
They could not swim around,

or even catch their own food.
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And that is why, sometimes,
when you are near a
Minnesota lake,
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That day, when the muskie ate, it had
to pick up garbage out of the mud with
its mouth, and it couldn't help eating
some mud along with its meal.
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you may be bitten
by a muskie-toe.

When strong fast fish
sneaked up behind,
the muskie had to
turn around as
quickly as it could,
and scare them away
with its teeth...
sometimes it got
bitten in the face.
And when the muskie
walked, it had to
walk on its heels,
with the toes flopping
uselessly around.

And their insides
drained out, and
water washed pieces
of them away, and
small fish nibbled
on other pieces.
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This book was
written by Erika
Hammerschmidt,
who also makes

jewelry and many
other things!
Visit her websites:



